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Ants are social insects of the Formicidae family, with an estimated e

number of over 20 quadrillion individuals, with over 12,000 known 18. MW562824.1 prenolepis_imparis |

species [1]. Ants are involved in a variety of processes with Sample Ant Species Disribution
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seeds, and decomposition of organic waste. These ecological . Teamarlay

processes help to maintain the ecosystem in balance [2]. As such, Nylanderia sp.

ants may serve as an indicator of ecosystem status, resulting in . I I
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of human activity on ant biodiversity by comparing ant biodiversity
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Discussion and Future Directions
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species within each area (Kanas 1 - Tapinoma sessile, Kanas 2 -
Tetramorium caespitum, Grove 1 - Prenolepis imparis, Grove 2 -
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Figure 3. Chelex resin was used for DNA isolation, following standard protocol as described by the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

DNA Learning Center “Using DNA Barcodes to Identify and Classify Living Things” booklet. Image from “DNA Isolation by Chelex
Method” (Gautam). R f
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Figure 4. The target gene was amplified through PCR using a BioRad thermocycler, then ran through a gel. Created with
Biorender.com.
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