Friends BEST METHODS FOR INSECT COLLECTION A'Qg&

Ac ademy Authors: Samuel Shorr?, Zain Alkurdi®, Edward Chen? N L

. Mentors: Jennifer Newitt?, Vijay Suthar?, Dr. Cristina Fernandez-Marco'’, and Dr. Jeffry Petraccal
) Cold Spring Harbor Labordory

) DNA Lo Conmi 'Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory’s DNA Learning Center; “Friends Academy

g Abstract N ( Methods A

The number of insects collected for a given project e Sample collection involved placing traps in different locations and moving all specimens into vials.

can be heavily influenced by the type of trap used. e Samples were stored in tubes of ethanol to preserve the specimens and maintain their DNA.

This project tested the effectiveness of three insect ® DNA extraction was performed by isolating genetic material (body fragments) from the specimens and
traps: pitfall, malaise, and jug. We compared the grinding it up into a liquid using laboratory chemicals, procedures, and equipment, such as a

centrifuge.
® PCR gel electrophoresis was run to confirm successful DNA amplification by separating the DNA
fragments into visible bands and running them through a gel.
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